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At the end of this year, we will see one of 

our beloved secretaries leave. ASB secretary 
Kay Kirkland announced that she is retiring 
in June. She will be missed so much by the 
students and staff that she does so much for. 
Kirkland has some fun plans for after she 
leaves.

“First, I am going to take my alarm 
clock into the backyard and shoot it!” Kirk-
land said. “Then my husband and I have 
some travel plans for the summer.”  

I think all of us at Freeman are going 
to shoot our alarm clock when school’s over.

Kirkland said that she knew she was go-
ing to retire after the LONG winter we had. 
She also said that her family and friends had 
been asking her to consider it and the long 
winter had convinced that it was time to try 

something new.
Freeman has 

had a profound im-
pact in her life.

“It’s hard to 
remember when I 
wasn’t connected to 
Freeman!” Kirkland 
said.   “My husband 
and I both gradu-
ated from here, our 
two girls graduated 
from here and our 
grandson graduated 
from here.   When I 
first started work, it 
was a way to provide 
health insurance for 
our family but it be-
came so much more.  
Students and staff 

over the years have become personal friends.”
On the contrary, Kirkland has made an 

impact on the staff and students.
“Mrs. Kirkland is like my second mom,” 

Assistant Principal Brian Parisotto said.  “My 
mom lives up in Canada, so Mrs. Kirkland is 
my school mom.” 

“I was blessed with the opportunity to 
be treasurer this year and with it came the 
gift of working with Kay Kirkland,” junior 
treasurer Marley Pratt said. “Through the 
year, she has taught me many lessons and I’ve 
love learning from her this year but the big-
gest thing I’ve learned came from her actions, 
not her words. Kay taught me this year the 
importance of serving others. She showed me 
that by putting yourself last, your able to ful-
ly serve others more fully and be more gener-
ous with your time and love. Kay lives this 
out every day and I’m so thankful for that. 
I’m truly going to miss the love, grace and 
kindness she showed me every day and the 
laughs we shared.”

It’s very clear that Kirkland has touched 
and blessed the lives of our staff and students. 
We will miss her so much but wish her the 
best of luck in her next phase of life.

Kirkland headed towards new adventures

All the staff ladies gather to celebrate Kirkland’s well-deserved retire-
ment and wish her good luck.

Courtesy of Raelyn Davis

Kay Kirkland and RaelynDavis hugging at the goodbye party for Kirkland.

Courtesy of Raelyn Davis
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Bagpiper Editorial Policy
The Bagpiper is published by students 

in the journalism class at Freeman High 
School.

Content is determined by the staff and 
does not necessarily reflect the opinions or 
policies of Freeman High School’s faculty, 
administration, adviser or student body.

Students are protected in their exercise 
of press freedom by the First Amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States.

Signed editorials and columns reflect the 
views of the writer.

Letters to the editor, guest commentar-
ies, and submissions of art or photogra-
phy are encouraged and must be signed, 
although anonymity can be granted on a 
case-by-case basis.

The editorial board reviews letters to the 
editor, advertising and guest commentaries 
and reserves the right to edit and refuse ma-
terial.  Reasons can include length, clarity, 
libel, obscenity, material disruption of the 
educational process at Freeman High School 
or violation of copyright law.

Editors: Kelly Wright
Staff Writers: Grace Holt, Mariah 
Lindsley, Riley McLuskie, Savannah 
Sousa, Sydney Warrick, Mikayla 
Ward

Adviser: Pia Longinotti
Principal: Harry Amend
Superintendent: Dr. Randy 

Russell

Response to Spokesman’s bullying article
Staff Editorial

March 2, the Spokesman 
Review ran Eli Francovich’s ar-
ticle, “A case study of bullying: 
Ex-Freeman High School stu-
dent says peer harassed him for 
years; alleged bully denies it.” 
Francovich reported on a case 
of bullying taking place over 
a period of several years inside 
our school.

With the release of Fran-
covich’s article, our class has 
decided to dig deeper into the 
bullying culture in Freeman. 

Officer Ron Nye explained the type of bullying that occurs at Freeman in-
cludes name calling, ostracizing individuals, rumor spreading and cyber bullying.

“Sometimes it is physical,” Nye said. “It’s brought on due to individuals post-
ing things about someone or to someone over some form of social media or apps.” 

According to Nye, bullying in our school doesn’t always happen in the class-
room but in other areas as well.  

“It usually occurs during unstructured and unsupervised time such as be-
tween classes, during lunch, in the rest room and in the locker rooms.” 

In Francovich’s article, he alleges that the teachers did nothing to really stop 
the bullying from happening to the victim. 

Nye explained his opinion on what the school’s involvement should be when 
it comes to these types of situations. 

“It seems everything is left up to the schools,” Nye said. “I think parents need 
to be held accountable for their kids’ actions or inactions instead of the blame 
being placed upon the school system.” 

Teachers aren’t everywhere in the school at all times, and they can’t track ev-
erything that’s going on outside their classroom, however they try to make their 
classrooms a safe environment for everyone. 

“Cell phones should not be allowed to be used during the school day and 
teachers should not allow them in their classrooms,” Nye said. “This would cut 
down on some of the cyber bullying that goes on during the day.” 

The Bagpiper Staff, as well as Officer Nye, have come to the conclusion that 
we, the students, should stand up for each other.

“I think everyone in the Freeman community needs to stand up for the indi-
vidual who is being bullied instead of being a bystander,” Nye said. 

We should report bullying more often when seen or heard, rather than ex-
pecting our teachers and our administration to know what has been going on 
within the school all of the time.

“If you see it happening, do the right thing and say something,” Nye said. “It 
will make Freeman an even better place.”

Through doing this, ultimately the culture of bullying within our school 
would lessen a considerable amount.

By Mariah Lindsley
Staff Writer

Freshman Ada Cashmere and sophomores Jordan Lang and Sa-
vannah Lindsley were all selected to represent Freeman at the 2017 
NEWESD 101 Regional Art Show, showcasing their art pieces along 
with several other students from ESD 101. The show captured several 
different types of art from local young artists. 

“I always enjoy to see other students work,” art teacher Ken 
Spiering said. “I also like seeing how my students work stacks up 
against students from other schools.”

Spiering said that Cash-
mere, Lang and Lindsley were 
very inspired by the works of art 
captured by the show and were 
excited to see their own pieces 
on display. 

“I thought the art show was 
pretty cool,” Lang said. “I’ve 
never been to anything like it.”

Lindsley also enjoyed the 
experience. 

“It was super inspiring,” 
Lindsley said. “I loved see-
ing other high school student’s 
pieces and the passion they have 
for art.”

Throughout February 
and March, Spiering’s students 
worked on their entries for the 
show. 

“I chose to do a clay sculp-
ture of a dragon,” Cashmere 
said. “It’s called ‘Star Crossed 
Dreamer,’ and I’m really happy 
about how It turned out. If I were to change one thing about this 
piece, it would be how I glazed it when I was done.”

Cashmere, Lang and Lindsley put in a lot of effort to get their 
pieces finished and ready to be presented in front of the other artists. 

“I decided to 
do a block print of 
someone jumping in 
midair,” Lang said.  
“The block print is 
called ‘Stutastic,’ and 
I think it turned out 
really well. If I were 
to change anything 
about my piece, I 
would have chosen 
a different picture to 
base my block print 
off of.” 

Like Cashmere, 
Lindsley chose to do 

a sculpture for the show. 
“I made a ceramic 

sculpture of a sphere 
with an octopus wrap-
ping around it,” Lind-
sley said. “The piece is 
called ‘Embrace,’ and 
the sphere represents the 
world with the octopus 
representing society. If I 
were to change anything, 

I would make 
the sphere 
look more 
like earth and 
the octopus a 
darker color.” 

Spiering chose these three students because their 
pieces met the criteria for the project, they were successful 
and their work was original. Spiering was really proud of 
the students and liked their pieces a lot.  

“I thought Savannah’s piece was well made,” Spiering 
said. “I admire her determination in the classroom and she 
was very self-driven when it came to her octopus piece. 
The movement that Jordan created in the 2-D print was 
very well done. The piece is very interesting to look at. I 
marveled at Ada’s vision for her sculpture. She was able 
to create a piece of art that was accurate of what a dragon 
should look like.”

Each of the students placed in the show for their 
beautiful works of art and received awards. Lang took first 
place and her piece went off to Olympia. Cashmere took 
second place and received a $3,000 scholarship. Lindsley 
received the Avista Award, earning $200 for class supplies.

Overall, Freeman and Spiering are very proud of the 
three students and wish them luck for the coming year. 

Freeman artists show off their masterpieces

Savannah Lindsley’s ceramic sculpture “Embrace.”

Courtesy of Ken Spiering

Jordan Lang’s blockprint “Stutastic.”

Courtesy of Ken Spiering

Ada Cashmere’s ceramic sculpture “Star 
Crossed Dreamer.”

Courtesy of Ken Spiering 

Holding their awards at the 2017 NEWESD 101 
Regional Art Show: Ada Cashmere, Savannah 
Lindsley and Jordan Lang. 

Courtesy of Ken Spiering
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Trap teams defends state championship
By Mikayla Ward
Staff Writer

The Freeman Trap team just successfully 
defend their state title for the second year in 
a row.  

Shooters also participated in individual 
events. The Buddy Shoot is where competi-
tors are paired of randomly with someone. 
They are placed at the 27-yard line and are 
given only 10 shots. If they miss, their part-
ner is able to back them up so this event takes 
a lot of teamwork. Barron placed first, eight 
grader Tyson Delcour placed second, and ju-
nior Sam Voves placed fourth. 

The Annie Oakley Shoot is where the 
competitors line up and each of them gets 
a chance to shot, if the person before misses 
the clay, then the person after them gets a 
chance to shoot it. If that person hits the clay, 
the person before them is eliminated. In this 
event, sophomore Nolan Doloughan placed 
first and senior JJ Iltz took second.

They also competed in the Miss N’ Out 
which is like a game of PIG but for shooting.  
Freshman Wyatt Sevigny took fourth place. 

These athletes have worked very hard 
to get to where they are, practicing once a 
week and sometimes even more. Iltz will 
be attending Chadron State University and 
participating on the 
trap team there. 

“My coach has 
helped me improve 
a lot and he was al-
ways encouraging 
me to do better,” Iltz 
said. 

Many of the 
team agree that their 
coach Greg Vail had 
done a great job at 
helping them and 
that seeing his reac-
tion when they won 
state was the high-

light of their season. 
“He isn’t one that is really obvious about 

showing excitement but when we had won 
state his reaction was priceless,” Voves said. 

The team hopes to attend state next sea-
son and wants to bring home the trophy for 
the third time in a row.

Courtesy of Elizabeth Nelsen

Freeman’s Trap Team shows off their 1st place trophy.  This is their third 
straight state championship.

By Riley McLuskie
Staff Writer 

The Brothers Grimm Spectacu-
lathon play ran on May 22 and 24.  

“It is a hilarious reconstruction of all 
the original Brother’s Grimm fairy tales,” 
said sophomore Mikayla Biornstad who 
plays narrator 2. 

The Brothers Grimm is a composi-
tion of all the original fairy tales before 
they were changed by Disney.  

“It’s a comedy and we throw in some 
sarcasm as well,” James Jydstrupt drama 
teacher said.

“It’s coming along really well, we all 
know our lines and I think its running 
smoothly,” freshman Maddie Rae said.  
She’s playing Walt. 

Just like Spy School, Brothers Grimm 
was worth the time to see.  The drama 
class put a lot of effort in the play and they 
did a great job. 

The play was filled with lots of audi-
ence participation and it was fun to be a 
part of the play.  

“We put a lot of hard work into it and it payed off,” student director Meg Neely said.  

Narrarators Rachel Arnzen and Mikayla Bjornstad sail down the river and stop to talk to the Fisher 
Girl Trinity Glidewell and Caleb Sharpe as the Talking Fish. 

Brothers Grimm Spectaculathon another comedic hit

Courtesy of Freeman yearbook

By Grace Holt
Staff Writer

Early this spring, sophomore Rhea Jansen was diagnosed 
with lymphoma. Her March 16 diagnosis showed she was go-
ing to be diagnosed with non-Hodgkin’s diffuse large B cell 
lymphoma, which is a cancer that attacks the immune system 
and white blood cells.

It all started when the doctor found a non-cancerous tu-
mor located on her thyroid. The doctors thought it was fine, 
but she and her family insisted the doctors take her whole thy-
roid out. When the doctors finally took it out, they unexpect-
edly found a mass of cancerous cells under the tumor. 

“This was very unexpected,” Jansen explained. “There 
weren’t many signs for something like this to happen. I was 
in good physical shape and the only sign was that I was getting sick 
more often than usual.” 

After finding the tumor, the doctor’s plan was to get started right 
away. That following day, they brought Jansen in for many tests and 
scans. Then after about a week, they started her on chemotherapy.

“I missed Rhea all the time,” sophomore Eva Knight said. “I am 
amazed by Rhea’s courage and drive. She has worked so hard to get 

where she has and really knows how to battle. She is one of the tough-
est people I know and I’m so glad she’s back and healthy.” 

She is currently finishing out the school year coming to school 
and doing as much as she can. She’s started physical therapy a couple 
days a week and is now back playing volleyball again. She is doing a 
lot better and is looking forward to continue her old life and being 
able to play volleyball full time again.

Jansen’s volleyball teammates and parents gather around to take a picture at the 
Pacific Northwest Qualifer wearing their Rally For Rhea t-shirts.

Courtesy of Rhea Jansen

Rhea Jansen battles to beat cancer 

Principal Jim Straw has been battling his own cancer this year.  The Scotties were excited to have him healthy enough to throw out the first pitch 
at our District championship gave versus the Deep Park Stags.  Accompnanied by daughters Kayla and Alisha Straw, the crowd was inspired to see 
Straw in such good health.  His pitch made it to coach Chad Ripke’s glove with ease.  We can’t wait to welcome him back next year.

Photo by Pia Longinotti
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Baseball’s third-place finish caps off great run
By Chad Ripke
Baseball Coach

The baseball team finished 22-3 and third in state.  For these seniors, they finished their 
career with an 82-18 record (58-2 in league) over their 4-year span.  They were part of the 
most successful baseball teams and players to ever put on the uniform here at Freeman. 4 
League titles, 3 district titles (they didn’t play a district tournament their freshman year), 3 
regional titles, 4 trips to the state playoffs. 

As freshmen, they lost in the first round to Naches 1-0, Naches went on to win a state 
championship that year.  As sophomores they took fourth in state, as juniors they took third 
in state, and this year third again. Getting to one final four is hard and difficult process, but 
to do it 3 times in a row is a heck of a feat by this team and these seniors.  

The team was also named the Academic State Champs for the second year in a row.  We 
placed 8 kids on the NEA All League teams. Co-MVP’s – senior McKabe Cottrell and junior 
Desmond Parisotto, 1st team Catcher – junior Konner Freudenthal, 1st team 1st Base – se-
nior Simon Rooney, 1st team Shortstop – senior JT Neely, 1st team Outfield – junior Michael 
Coumont, 2nd team Pitcher – senior Koby Kent, and 2nd team Outfield – senior Chance 
Halstead.

Freeman celebrates their third place finish at state, defeating Cashmere 5-3.  The team was also 
named the Academic State Champions for 1A baseball.

Courtesy of Chad Ripke

Maine finishes third, team sixth

Courtesy of Ryan Maine

Finishing sixth as a team the boys golf team had a great showing at State in Richland, WA.  
Pictured: coach Trevor Jensen, sophomore Johnny McGuire, senior Tyler Hasse, junior Ryan 
Crosswhite and thrid place finisher, senior Ryan Maine.

Miller ends season 12th

Junior Isabelle Miller had a combined score of 179 (89, 90) after two 
days at he 1B/2B/1A state golf championship.  She finished tieing for 
12th place with Lakeside’s Molly Connolley, capping off a strong year for 
Miller.
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Simmerman, Gady girls 
       end season at state

Sophomore Andy Simmerman finished 8th at state this season, losing his 
final match to Tonasket’s Caleb Hardesty (6-0, 6-1).  Krystal and Kendra 
Gady competed in the 1B/2B/1A girls’ doubles tournament.  They won 
thier first match over Tenino’s Ally Vestal and Ximena Ontiveros, Tenino 
6-0, 6-3, but were eventually knocked out of placing in the third round 
losing to La Salle’s Hannah Singco / Isabella James 6-3, 6-0).  Congratu-
lations on a great season!

Courtesy of Russ Mitchell

Girls set 1600m relay 

Seniors Tessa Gilbert, Madison Rubright, AnnaBelle Schweiger, 
and Alyssa Zimmerman, and freshman Megan Rubright broke 
a 35-year old state record (and Freeman record) in the 1600m 
relay, becoming state champs with a time of 3:59.00.

Courtesy of Robyn Doloughan

state record 3:59.00 

Courtesy of Robyn Doloughan

Freshman Ysabella Panzeri takes a handoff from senior 
Alyssa Zimmerman.  They were on the fourth place 
finishing  4 x 100 and 4 x 200 relay teams, which both 
set school records at the meet.

Photo by Pia Longinotti

Senior AnnaBelle Schweiger placed second while breaking the 
Freeman record in the 300 m hurdles with a time of 46.04.

Courtesy of Robyn Doloughan

Junior Andrew McGill placed third in the 300 m hurdels with at time of 
40.36. He also took 6th place in the high jump with a height of 6-00.

Courtesy of Robyn Doloughan

Senior Riley Langston finished fifth in the discus with a 
throw of 151-04.
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Same place, different name
By Kelly Wright
Editor

If you’ve been around the Freeman School District in the 
past few years during the summer time, you’ve most likely seen 
groups of sweaty middle and high-schoolers running around 
all over the place under the banner of APX Strength. And that 
will continue to reign true, except you won’t see the letters A, 
P, and X around any time soon.

A program under the name of Complete Athlete will 
be taking its place as the new providers for Freeman’s sum-
mertime strength and conditioning program. Other than the 
name, there won’t be that much of a difference in the day-to-
day exercising, as according to Complete Athlete’s official website, 
completeathletespokane.com, the program consists of “movement 
training, injury reduction, linear and lateral speed development, foot 
speed and agility, explosive power development, proper wright train-
ing techniques.” All things once offered at Freeman through APX.

“Essentially what it is a name change,” Athletic Director Brian 

Parisotto said. “APX has been shifting away from high school stuff 
and more to college and professional sports.”

The one thing that can be noticed that differs from APX is that 
the “combine” portion of the program starts before school gets over, 
something that APX would do immediately after school ended. 

The combine is on Wednesday, June 7th, which consists of max 
bench reps, 40-yard dash, standing long jump, and vertical jump.

Photo by Kelly Wright

Lit Circle’s book vs. movie 
day fun for the whole club
By Sydney Warrick
Staff Writer

This year, lit circle picked a great book to compare with 
the movie, The Secret Life Of Bees. Set in South Carolina in 
1964, the story is the moving tale of Lily Owens a 14-year-
old girl who is haunted by the memory of her late mother. 
To escape her lonely life and troubled relationship with her 
father, Lily flees with Rosaleen (her caregiver and only friend) 
to a South Carolina town that holds the secret to her mother’s 
past. Taken in by the intelligent and independent Boatwright 
sisters, Lily finds solace in their mesmerizing world of bee-
keeping, honey and the Black Madonna.

After the film was over, lit circle had a discussion about 
what they thought of the movie as to the book.

“It was good,” sophomore Savannah Sousa said. “A little 
slow at some parts. It wasn’t really my sort of read, but in the 
end, I liked it”. 

The movie was a hit with many of the club members.
“The movie was as good as the book, because the slow 

parts were sped up in the movie,” Sousa explained. 
Junior Trent Smith also shared his thoughts on the mov-

ie. 
“It wasn’t my favorite, but it had some good ones,” Smith 

said.  “I think it was better than the book but not something 
I’d watch on my own time. The characters didn’t seem real.” 

Overall, there was mixed feelings about the book and 
movie. 

Emily Henry’s The Love That 
      Split the World falls short 
By Sydney Warrick
Staff Writer

Natalie’s last summer in her small Kentucky hometown is off to a magi-
cal start until she starts seeing the “wrong things.” For example,there’s  a pre-
school where the garden store should be. But then her whole town disappears 
for hours, fading away into rolling hills and grazing buffalo, and Nat knows 
something isn’t right. 

That’s when she gets a visit from the kind but mysterious apparition she 
calls “Grandmother,” who tells her: “You have three months to save him.” 
The next night, under the stadium lights of the high school football field, she 
meets a beautiful boy named Beau, and it’s as if time just stops and nothing 
exists. Except Natalie and Beau.

This book was very slow going, not a lot of detail about Natalie or any of 
the characters in the book. 

I didn’t really understand much of what was even happening in the plot, 
like what they were trying to accomplish.  Nor did the book ever explain it, in 
the end, or ever what was happening to Natalie with all the light changing. The 
plot was a little out of control because it seemed there were too many things 
going on at once. I did like the relationship she had with Beau though, it was 
a little better than some of her relationships with the other characters. What 
kept me from 
following was 
just when the 
timing would 
change and 
you didn’t 
really know 
how which 
world you 
were reading 
about at the 
moment. 

If you 
like fantasy, 
mystery, and a 
bit of romance 
this should be 
good for you, 
my overall rat-
ing is 3 out of 
5 stars. I won’t 
argue that it 
wasn’t a solid 
good book, it 
just was slow 
and not my 
type. 

Courtesy of BarnesandNoble.comCourtesy of www.foxsearchlight.com/thesecretlifeofbees
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By Riley McLuskie
Staff Writer

Junior Sumiko Sumami is a foreign exchange student from Bolivia.  She came to 
Freeman for this school year and is living with the Folsom’s.  Recently Sumami started 
playing softball for the JV team.

“In my country, we don’t have softball and I wanted to try it out,” Sumami said.  
She’s never played softball before and she didn’t know anything about the sport, 

but that didn’t stop her.  
“My goal for this season is to be the best in the game and learn to catch better,” 

Sumami explained. 
She plays right field and occasionally left field.  
“She’s trying her hardest even though she’d never heard about softball before she 

came to America,” freshman Madi Duarte said of her fellow outfielder. “I know I 
couldn’t do that.” 

Sumami says she has a very good relationship with all the girls on both the Varsity 
and JV team. She also has a good relationship with coaches Scott Carolan and Jesica 
Robb. 

“Sumiko always has a smile on her face, and when she gets constructive criticism, 
she takes it in a good way,” Robb said. “She wants to get better.”

“The first day of practice she didn’t even know if she was left- or right-handed, 
and now she can throw the ball all the way from right field to the pitcher’s mound,” 
freshman catcher Hailey Davis said.

Personally, I loved being on Sumami’s team.  She is such a happy person, and she 
tries her hardest in everything that she does.  I will miss her on the team next year.

Sumami anxiously awaits her turn to bat at a game 
against Lakeside.

Courtesy of Sumiko Sumami

Sumami takes on the game of softball with a desire to succeed

Tennis and tennis McKabe article

By Savannah Sousa
Staff Writer
 

Sophomores Trevor Paternoster and Kolby Emtman have taken 
the top seed on the boy’s tennis team for doubles this season. Pater-
noster and Emtman were the 2nd doubles team last year, but have 
made quite the improvement this season. Paternoster first started ten-
nis because his older sister Megan told him to sign up. 

“I didn’t really know how to play tennis but I was excited to 
start,” Paternoster said. 

Emtman decided to play tennis last year because Freeman didn’t 
have a boys’ soccer team. Emtman and Paternoster have been friends 
for years now. They really get each other and know just how make one 
another feel more relaxed in matches. 

“I sometimes get mad when I miss a shot or just don’t serve 
good, but Kolby always knows the right thing so say to make me feel 
good again,” Paternoster said.

 Coach Barb and Russ Mitchell say that Paternoster and Em-
tman are two that you never know what to expect from them. “With 
those two guys, you learn to never count them out of any point or 
match.” Coach Barb and Russ Mitchel said.

The boys headed into districts feeling pretty good with the sea-
son they had had so far. They set a few goals and completed most of 
them. One goal in mind was to make it past regionals.

“I think we have a really good chance at making it to regionals, 
it will take some work but we can do it,” Emtman says. 

Sadly, the boys lost in the semi-finals. But they completed an-

other goal that would help them in the long run. 
 The boys wanted to beat Freeman’s #1 doubles team of freshmen 

Owen Bryant and Daniel Gady in the district tournament if the op-
portunity presented itself. 

Paternoster and Emtman did just that. The two doubles team 
went head to head in districts. The match was a consolation match 
and whoever lost went home. Paternoster and Emtman won the 
match 7-5, 6-4.

“Paternoster and Emtman were great competitors and they 
played honorably,” Bryant said.   

The boys continued on in the tournament but ended their sea-
son with a loss in the consolation semifinals. 

Paternoster and Emtman head into post season with a clear mind Co-MVP McKabe Cottrell’s senior year ends on a high note
By Mikayla Ward
Staff Writer

McKabe Cottrell has been playing baseball since he was four 
years old, and has played for the Freeman Scotties for the past six 
years. Cottrell is an outstanding first 
baseman and pitcher, throwing at speeds 
up to 87 mph. He is also a good team-
mate. 

“McKabe is really good and doesn’t 
act cocky,” said senior Simon Rooney, 
who has been playing ball with Cottrell 
since 7th grade. “It’s been fun to play on 
a team with him.” 

“He is very reliable on the field and 
gives the team confidence,” senior Kaulin 
Freudenthal added. 

For Cottrell one of his biggest sup-
porters is his dad who “pushes me to do 
better everyday.” He also appreciates the 
help from the coaches he has had over the 
years. 

“The coaches have been amazing 
helping getting me to where I want to 
be,” Cottrell said. “They have done a lot 
for me.”

Now coming to an end of his high 

school career, Cottrell will play baseball for Gonzaga University next 
year.  

“Baseball is a game of failure so when you succeed it makes it 
more enjoyable,” Cottrell said. “You also have that brotherhood with 
your team which is unmatched.”

Photo by Pia Longinotti

McKabe Cottrell pitches in Freeman’s districts finals game to defeat Deer Park and head onto state. 
Cottrell was also named co-MVP with teammate junior Desmond Parisotto before the game.

It’s not always first come, first served
By Kelly Wright
Editor

Well, at least not in sopho-
more Andy Simmerman’s case. 

“I just did tennis so I can get 
my footwork better for soccer,” 
Simmerman said. 

And a whole lot came out of 
just wanting to get better foot-
work. In Simmerman’s first year 
of high school tennis, he placed 
eighth at the state tournament.

“It was a good experience,” 
Simmerman said. “I did as well 
as I could.” 

Simmerman said that al-
though he did decent at the state 
meet, he didn’t have any real 
chance of winning the thing.

“If it goes well next year, I 
could get a better seed at region-
als and do better at state,” Sim-
merman said.

And there couldn’t be any 
more truth to that statement. 
Since Simmerman was seeded 
eighth at state (due to his per-
formance at regionals), Simmer-
man had to go up against Jack 
Katzman of University Prep, the 
eventual winner of the tourney. 
Enough about the tournament.

If you ever went to Freeman 
Middle School, you’ve probably 
noticed quite a few tennis balls 
hanging out on the cross coun-
try trail and the surrounding 
area. Someone should have to 
go get those right? Not exactly. 
Simmerman’s only had to shag 
two tennis balls from the forest 
and the rest, well, just don’t hit 
it over the fence and you should 
be fine. 

Of all the things you could 
(key word, could) dislike about 
tennis, Simmerman said “when 

it’s hot. Definitely.” 
Yeah, it sucks when it’s hot 

out for anything (unless you’re 
going swimming). It’s one of 
the worst things about playing 
competitive sports. But one of 
the best things is that competi-
tion, and the rela-
tionships that result 
from it. Take into ac-
count Simmerman’s 
relationship with 
Riverside transfer 
student from Spain, 
Joel Cladera-Garcia, 
who according to 
Simmerman ranked 
something like 900th 
nationally in Spain. 

“We ‘re pret-
ty much like best 
friends,” Simmerman 
said. “I’ve seen people 
cry after playing him.” 

They also share an avid in-
terest in soccer, or “football” as 
they call it in Europe.

As a future interest, Sim-
merman doesn’t see himself 
playing tennis outside of a recre-
ational atmosphere.

Courtesy of  the Freeman Yearbook

Paternoster and Emtman warming up and getting ready to smash their 
opponents.

Simmerman at practice. 

Courtesy of  the Freeman Yearbook



12 Arts & Entertainment
BARBEQUE  BEACH  CAMPING  FLIP FLOPS  ICE CREAM  

NO SCHOOL  POOL  SUMMER  SUNGLASSES  SUNSCREEN  

SWIMMING  VACATION  WATERMELON  WATERPARK    
 

 
A  Q  Y  G  N  I  P  M  A  C  R  L  F  Y  V  P  Q  U  D  H  

X  R  G  Q  S  I  C  E  C  R  E  A  M  Z  A  B  P  R  T  F  

Q  H  C  L  D  Z  W  X  F  L  B  G  L  P  R  O  G  I  X  S  

S  B  Y  U  M  X  A  F  L  D  F  N  C  V  O  U  I  Z  C  S  

U  V  N  O  R  X  T  C  I  Q  O  I  Y  L  S  J  Y  G  U  V  

N  A  V  O  E  N  E  K  E  Z  F  M  B  D  Y  Q  Z  N  V  X  
S  C  T  F  M  I  R  E  H  L  M  M  X  Y  U  J  G  C  S  B  

C  A  X  B  M  B  M  B  T  K  T  I  U  W  O  L  B  C  I  G  
R  T  X  B  U  X  E  H  S  T  J  W  C  K  A  Q  M  Q  Q  B  

E  I  K  I  S  N  L  W  X  G  S  S  I  S  Z  W  D  H  Y  L  
E  O  P  H  G  I  O  M  I  L  D  B  S  L  I  J  Z  H  X  D  

N  N  D  S  B  K  N  J  C  Z  S  E  J  C  C  G  Z  C  H  N  
Z  L  D  E  S  U  T  J  J  Y  S  A  W  K  R  Z  O  D  R  L  

H  B  F  L  I  P  F  L  O  P  S  C  H  I  S  X  B  C  L  O  
Q  Y  D  H  Q  N  H  K  D  F  R  H  A  C  W  X  O  W  G  O  

V  W  T  R  Y  I  W  A  T  E  R  P  A  R  K  P  M  Y  H  H  

Q  X  X  U  Z  W  O  U  T  V  D  X  Q  J  K  O  M  F  M  C  

R  M  W  V  H  E  A  Y  S  R  H  L  N  J  V  B  Q  W  P  S  

D  V  S  D  O  J  M  M  O  E  R  T  E  J  O  K  L  D  V  O  

C  D  J  I  P  X  Q  X  R  D  W  E  U  Q  E  B  R  A  B  N  
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