AP Government Sequence: 2018-2019 School Year

(Approximately 155 days including Review)

I. Foundations of American Democracy: (Approx. days= 28 / October 8th) 

{15-22% of the Exam}
Essential Questions
· How did the founders of the U.S. Constitution attempt to protect individual liberty, while also promoting public order and safety?
· How have theory, debate, and compromise influenced the U.S. constitutional system?
· How does development and interpretation of the Constitution influence policies that impact U.S. citizens?
Required & Optional Readings / Required Supreme Court Cases…

· Chapters 1-3 in Edwards, et al. Government in America
· The Declaration of Independence
· Federalist No. 10
· Brutus No. 1
· Federalist No. 51
· The Articles of Confederation
· The Constitution of the United States (Articles I-VII, 10th and 14th Amendments)
· McCulloch v. Maryland (1819)
· Lopez v. United States (1995)
· (Optional) Rauch, Jonathan. “How American Politics Went Insane.” The Atlantic, July/August 2016.
· (Optional) Toobin, Jeffrey. "Our Broken Constitution." The New Yorker, December 9, 2013.

II. Interactions Among Branches of Government: (Approx. days = 36 / November 30th) 
{25-36% of the Exam}
Essential Questions
· How do the branches of the national government compete and cooperate in order to govern?
· To what extent have changes in the powers of each branch affected how responsive and accountable the national government is in the 21st century?
Required & Optional Readings / Required Supreme Court Cases…
· Chapters 11-15 in Edwards, et al. Government in America
· The Constitution of the United States (Articles I-III)
· Baker v. Carr (1962)
· Shaw v. Reno (1993)
· Federalist No. 70
· Federalist No. 78
· Marbury v. Madison (1803)
· (Optional) Moe, Terry M., and William G. Howell. "Unilateral Action and Presidential Power: A Theory."
Presidential Studies Quarterly 29, no. 4 (December 1999): 850-73.
III. Civil Liberties and Civil Rights: (Approx. days = 25 / January 18th) 
{13-18% of the Exam}
Essential Questions
· To what extent do the U.S. Constitution and its amendments protect against undue government infringement on essential liberties and from invidious discrimination?
· How have U.S. Supreme Court rulings defined civil liberties and civil rights?
Required & Optional Readings / Required Supreme Court Cases…
· Chapters 4-5 in Edwards, et al. Government in America
· The Bill of Rights
· The 14th Amendment’s due process and equal protection clauses
· Engel v. Vitale (1962)
· Wisconsin v. Yoder (1972)
· Tinker v. Des Moines Independent Community School District (1969)
· Schenck v. United States (1919)
· New York Times Co. v. United States (1971)
· McDonald v. Chicago (2010)
· Gideon v. Wainwright (1963)
· Roe v. Wade (1973)
· Brown v. Board of Education, Topeka Kansas (1954)
· “Letter from Birmingham Jail” (Martin Luther King, Jr.)

· (Optional) Bentele, Keith G., and Erin E. O’Brien. “Jim Crow 2.0? Why States Consider and Adopt Restrictive Voter Access Policies.” Perspectives on Politics 11, no. 4 (December 2013): 1088-1116.
IV. American Political Ideologies and Beliefs: (Approx. days = 24 / February 26th) 
{10-15% of the Exam}
Essential Questions
· How are American political beliefs formed and how do they evolve over time?
· How do political ideology and core values influence government policy making?
Required & Optional Readings / Required Supreme Court Cases…
· Chapter 6 Edwards, et al. Government in America
· (Optional) The Monkey Cage series on political polarization in America found at The Washington Post.
· (Optional) "Political Polarization in the American Public." Pew Research Center, June 12, 2014.
· (Optional) Abramowitz, Alan I., and Morris P. Fiorina. "Polarized or Sorted? Just What’s Wrong with Our Politics, Anyway?" The American Interest, March 11, 2013.
· (Optional) Fiorina, Morris P. "America's Missing Moderates: Hiding in Plain Sight." The American Interest 8, no. 4, February 12, 2013.

V. Political Participation: (Approx. days = 27 / April 12th) 
{20-27% of the Exam}
Essential Questions
· How have changes in technology influenced political communication and behavior?
· Why do levels of participation and influence in politics vary?
· How effective are the various methods of political participation in shaping public policies?
Required & Optional Readings / Required Supreme Court Cases…
· Chapters 7-10 Edwards, et al. Government in America
· Federalist No. 10
· Citizens United v. FEC (2010)
· (Optional) Desilver, Drew. "U.S. trails most developed countries in voter turnout." Pew Research Center, May 15, 2017.

·  (Optional) Gaslowitz, Lea. “How to Spot a Misleading Graph - Lea Gaslowitz.” TED-Ed video, 4:09.
· (Optional) Barthel, Michael, and Amy Mitchell. “Americans' Attitudes About the News Media Deeply Divided Along Partisan Lines.” Pew Research Center, May 10, 2017.
· (Optional) Kiely, Eugene, and Lori Robertson. "How to Spot Fake News." FactCheck.org, November 18, 2016.

· (Optional) Neale, Thomas H. "The Electoral College: How It Works in Contemporary Presidential Elections." The Congressional Research Service, May 15, 2017.

REVIEW:
Approximate days =10-15
TEST DAY IS MAY 6th, 2019

