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Preview August 30, 2019  

 
www.freemansd.org K-8 Attendance Hotline (509) 291-7425  

On the Calendar  
Sep 2 Labor Day—No School 
Sep 3 First Day of Kindergarten 

 

FMS Cross Country & Softball 
Practice Begins 
 

Sep 5 FSD Board Meeting, K8 MPR, 6:00 p.m. 
Sep 7 7th Grade Retreat, North Idaho College 
Sep 11 Noon—The Scottie Scoop! Deadline 
Sep 13 Next Scottie Scoop Released 

The Freeman School District complies with all federal and state rules and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of age, sex, marital status, race, color, creed, national 
origin, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability, sexual orientation, including gender expression or identity, veteran or military status, 
and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts of America and other designated youth groups. Inquiries regarding compliance and/or grievance procedures may be directed to the school 
district’s Title IX officer and/or Section 504/ADA coordinator: Randy Russell, Ph.D., Superintendent, 15001 S Jackson Road, Rockford, WA 99030, 509-291-3695. 

September is the 
Month of the Kindergartener 

Welcome Class of 2032! 

 

 

 

State’s Tightened 
Attendance 

Expectations 

 See Page 6 

Coming Soon—Step It Up Kids 
Annual ASB Fundraiser 

September 30 

During our  
“Day of Awesomeness” 

A celebration of students’ efforts, 
where kids can win prizes, join the 

DJ Dance Party, relax in the VIP 
Chill Lounge and challenge 

themselves on the Interactive 
Obstacle Course Inspired by the 

hit TV shows WIPEOUT and 
AMERICAN NINJA WARRIOR. 

New Employees. 
Left to Right, 
Caitlyn Glenn  
is our new 
Movement & 
Music Teacher; 
Morgan Eberle 
is our new  
District Library 
Coordinator; 

Joanne Moyer is our new Middle School Secretary.  Please 
welcome our new staff as you call or visit!   
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Radical Rick will present a 
student assembly at  

Freeman Elementary on  
Friday, September 6.  

See Registration Form  
Page 7, to sign up for 
Extreme Science Club  

coming soon! 
 

www.extremesciencefun.com 

Thank you for 
linking your Fred 

Meyer Rewards Card 
to Freeman! The 

elementary school 
received $225.52 in 

July to be used 
toward Outstanding 

You Store Items!  

   Coming Soon to Freeman! 

See Registration 
for  

K-8 Chess Club  
on pages 4-5. 

Chess Club  
Begins  

October 2  

 
 
 
 
 

PACE Assemblies are held  five times a 
year to recognize one FES student per 

classroom, per month, who exemplifies 
each month’s  PACE  character trait. The 

first assembly is set for October 25 
recognizing September and October 

character traits.  
(Perfect Attendance is recognized in 
January and June in conjunction with 

the PACE  Assemblies.)  

Freeman’s 
drive runs 

during 
Freeman’s 
Month of 
Service 

Thru Sept 30 
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freemanrobotics@gmail.com
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For more information: www.k12.wa.us/student-success/support-programs/learning-assistance-program-lap  

As of August 2018,  
WAC 392-401-030 provides: 

 
Any absence from school is 

unexcused unless it meets one of 
the criteria provided in  

WAC 392-401-020. 

WAC 392-401-020 
Excused Absences 

Absences due to the following 
reasons must be excused:  
1) Illness, health condition or 
medical appointment (including, 
but not limited to, medical, 
counseling, dental, optometry, 
pregnancy, and in-patient or out-
patient treatment for chemical 
dependency or mental health) for 
the student or person for whom 
the student is legally responsible;  
2) Family emergency including, but 
not limited to, a death or illness in 
the family; 
3) Religious or cultural purpose 
including observance of a religious 
or cultural holiday or participation 
in religious or cultural instruction;  
4) Court, judicial proceeding, court
-ordered activity, or jury service.  
5) Post-secondary, technical 
school or apprenticeship program 
visitation, or scholarship interview; 
6) State-recognized search and 
rescue activities consistent with 
RCW 28A.225.055; 
7) Absence directly related to the 
student’s homeless or foster care/ 
dependency status; 
8) Absences related to deployment 
activities of a parent or legal 
guardian who is an active duty 
member consistent with  
RCW 28A.705.010 
9) Absences due to suspensions, 
expulsions or emergency 
expulsions imposed pursuant to 
Chapter 392-400 WAC if the 
student is not receiving 
educational services and is not 
enrolled in qualifying “course of 
study” activities as defined in  
WAC 392-121-107;  
10) Absences due to student 
safety concerns, including 
absences related to threats, 
assaults, or bullying;  
11) Absences due to a student’s 
migrant status; and 
12) An approved activity that is 
consistent with district policy and 
is mutually agreed upon by the 
principal or designee and a parent, 
guardian, or emancipated youth.  
 
A school principal or designee has 
the authority to determine if an 
absence meets the above criteria for 
an excused absence. Districts may 
define additional categories or 
criteria for excused absences.  

New Emphasis on Student Expectations. 
Students who have a difficult time adhering to school expectations 
may receive a Minor Problem Behavior notice (also known as a 
“white slip”) to share with parents identifying behavior that was 
addressed with your son/daughter. This is a schoolwide effort to  
communicate with parents to help children succeed in all academic/
nonacademic areas, and we thank you for your support! 

In addition, schools are now required to notify parents anytime a 
student is removed from class for a short break or needed intervention. This communication may be via 
email or phone call. At any time your student is removed for 30 minutes or more, you will receive a 
phone call from the building principal or designee.  

State Updates 
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FARM Talk — Farm & Agricultural Land Conservation Program… Did you know... 
Washington’s Open Space Taxation Act states that it is in the best interest of the state to maintain, preserve, conserve 
and otherwise continue in existence adequate open space lands for the production of food, fiber and forest crops, and to 
assure the use and enjoyment of natural resources and scenic beauty for the economic and social well-being of the state 
and its citizens. 
 
The Farm and Agriculture Conservation Program was created to specifically maintain commercial farmland that: 

was previously classified as farm and agricultural land under RCW 84.34.020(2), that no longer meets the criteria for 
classification under RCW 84.34.020(2), and that shall be reclassified as open space land under  
RCW 84.34.020(1); or 

Traditional farmland that is not classified under chapter 84.33 or 84.34 RCW, that has not been irrevocably dedicated 
to a use inconsistent with agricultural uses, and that has a high potential for returning to commercial agricultural 
purposes. 
 

 Examples of Eligible Property Owners 
Farmer Oliver Douglas and his wife, Lisa, own 19 acres of classified farm and agricultural land. Farmer Douglas dies and 
Lisa inherits the classified land. Lisa realizes that she cannot actively farm the land and produce the annual amount of 
income required by RCW 84.34.020 (2)(b). She decides to have the land reclassified as farm and agricultural conservation 
land within the open space classification. The land may be reclassified as open space/farm and agricultural conservation 
land under subsection (3)(a) of this section if she submits an application for reclassification as open space/farm and 
agricultural conservation land and the application for reclassification is approved by the granting authority. 
 
Farmer Ziffle has a 50-acre parcel of land on which he raises pigs. He inherited this land from his father who farmed it 
before him. Also, the land has never been classified under chapter 84.34 RCW nor has it ever been designated forest land 
under chapter 84.33 RCW. As the result of an accident, Farmer Ziffle breaks his back and cannot actively farm the land for 
an extended period of time. This land may be classified as open space/farm and agricultural conservation land under 
subsection (3)(b) of this section if Farmer Ziffle submits an application for classification as open space/farm and 
agricultural conservation land, the application for classification is approved, the land is not irrevocably dedicated to a use 
inconsistent with agricultural uses, and the land has a high potential for returning to commercial agriculture. 

Why Apply for the Farm and Agriculture Conservation Program? If the property owner can no longer 
farm or can no longer meet the income requirements to continue in the Farm and Agriculture Program, but 
will conserve the land as farmland, he or she can avoid the associated removal costs (7 years of 
compensating tax, plus interest, plus penalty). 
 
For information: https://www.spokanecounty.org/312/Farm-Agricultural-Land-Conservation-Prog  

Vocabulary 
ubiquitous (adjective) — present everywhere at once 

The Douglas red squirrel is ubiquitous in the Sierra forests and their most 
conspicuous inhabitant. 

obsequious (adjective) — excessively eager and attentive to please or to obey 
all instructions; showing too much willingness to serve someone or something 

He succeeded in reversing his father’s obsequious policy toward the 
aggressive nations. 

We are Glad to Have You Visit! 
  

Parents and visitors will need their state IDs scanned using 
the school’s Raptor Technology System on entering the 

building for the first time each year as a visitor, volunteer or 
to pick up a child (three separate scans). Please bring IDs 

when visiting school grounds.  
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