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www.freemansd.org K-8 Attendance Hotline (509) 291-7425  

On the Calendar  
Sep 16 FMS Fall Sport Pictures, FMS. 3 pm 

Sep 18 7th Gr Football @ EV, 3:45 pm 

 8th Gr Football @ EV, 3:45 pm 
 FMS Softball @ Westwood, 3:45 pm 

 FMS Cross Country v. Cheney & EV @ FMS , 4 pm 
Sep 19 FMS Softball @ EV, 3:45 pm 

FMS Cross Country @ Mountainside, 4 pm 

Sep 20 8th Gr Retreat, EWU 
3rd Grade Field Trip, Rockford Community 

Sep 20-22 SE Spokane County Fair, Rockford 

Sep 21 Pancake Breakfast, Rockford Fire Station, 7-10 am 
Sep 23 Elementary Picture Day (am) 

Monday Extreme Science Starts, 3 pm 
FMS Softball v. Centennial @ Freeman, 3:45 pm 

Sep 24 Tuesday Extreme Science Starts, 3pm 
FMS X-Country @ EV & Westwood @ Westwood, 4 pm 

Sep 25 Wednesday Extreme Science Starts, 3 pm 
7th Gr Football @ Westwood, 3:45 pm 
8th Gr Football vs. Westwood @ FHS, 3:45 pm 

Sep 26 FMS X-Country @ Centennial & Westwood, 4 pm 
FSD Board, K8 MPR, 6 pm 

Sep 27 7th Gr Retreat, NIC; 8th Gr Retreat, EWU 

The Freeman School District complies with all federal and state rules and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of age, sex, marital status, race, color, creed, national 
origin, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability, sexual orientation, including gender expression or identity, veteran or military status, 
and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts of America and other designated youth groups. Inquiries regarding compliance and/or grievance procedures may be directed to the school 
district’s Title IX officer and/or Section 504/ADA coordinator: Randy Russell, Ph.D., Superintendent, 15001 S Jackson Road, Rockford, WA 99030, 509-291-3695. 

Southeast Spokane County 
Fair is Around the Corner!!   

Get your Entries In!
www.sespokanecountyfair.com 

 
 

No pre-entries are needed to enter items into the fair, 
pre-entries are only required for contests under the 

"events" tab in the navigation menu. 
 

ENTRY DATES:  
Tuesday, 9/17, 9am-9pm 

Cereal grains and forage, crafts, fine arts, food prep and 
canning, fruits and vegetables, needlework, 

photography, quilting, sewing, special contests 
 

Thursday, 9/19, 8:30am-11am 
Floral, baking 

 

9am-9pm 
Large animals 

 

2pm-9pm 
Rabbits and poultry 

Wanted: Photos of Freeman elementary and middle school 
students at fair exhibits for our September 27 issue. Due  

Sept 25, noon  Send to jurcevich@freemansd.org. 

Step it Up Fundraiser— Prize winners to date, L to R: William Dumars (iPad); Brady 
Bowen (mini fridge); Mae Cashmere, Cooper Johnson, Levi Vetter & Taylee Phelps 

(VIP Badges); Josiah Kann (mini fridge); and Eli Cotton (Apple watch).   
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See Registration 
for  

K-8 Chess Club  
on pages 3-4. 

Chess Club  
Begins  

October 2  

 
 
 
 
 

PACE Assemblies are held  five times a 
year to recognize one FES student per 

classroom, per month, who exemplifies 
each month’s  PACE  character trait. The 

first assembly is set for November 6 
recognizing September and October 

character traits.  
(Perfect Attendance is recognized in 
January and June in conjunction with 

the PACE  Assemblies.)  

Freeman’s drive 
runs during 
Freeman’s  

Month of Service 
(Thru Sept 30) 
Albertson’s is 

sponsoring a Pizza 
Party or Maple Bar 
Party for the most 
coats collected by 

classroom/ 
homeroom.  






 

Seeking volunteers for  
this year’s Freeman Fair Booth  

and 2020 Float production.  
If you are interested in either 

activity, contact: 
SueLPray@gmailcom 
Text: (509) 347-6062 

Fair Dates September 20-22, 2019 

Coming Up... 

Volunteering 
in the School 
District?  
All volunteer 
applications are 
addressed through 
the online app. 
Prospective 
volunteers must sign 
up through the 
online app annually. 
Please visit 
www.freemansd.org/
Page/3132 

Reeve (verb).  To  
thread a rope or rod 
through a ring or other 
aperture, especially in a 
block. “One end of the 
new rope was reeved 
through the chain.” 

Cupola (noun). A 
small dome, 
especially a small 
dome on a drum on 
top of a larger dome, 
adorning a roof or 
ceiling.  

Barn Terms 



3 



4 

FARM Talk —The Origin of the State Fair in America 
 
While the months of August and September are usually associated with heading back to school, many states nationwide will also 
celebrate the end of summer by holding state and county fairs. First held in the early 19th century, fairs have developed from 
expositions of agriculture and technology into a 21st century American pastime.  
 
The Roots of the American Fair. Like many words in the English language, the word “fair” can be traced back to Latin roots. 
Most likely taken from the Latin feria, which means “holy day,” the earliest fairs were days marked for leisure and religious 
celebration. Thought to have begun in the Roman Empire, the feriae were a series of religious days that were acknowledged and 
funded by the government. These public holidays often consisted of games, competitions, and other festivities. 
 
By the Middle Ages, the Roman feriae had evolved into a venue for foreign merchants to not only gather together, but also buy, 
sell, and trade their goods with the public. These fairs combined the historic festivities with temporary markets, and were often 
tied in with a Christian religious day, such as a Saint’s Feast Day, and held at local parishes. The combination of commerce, 
religion, and festivities became the hallmark of Medieval fairs, which remained popular for several centuries  
 
The First American State Fair. As time passed, fairs moved away from their early religious associations, and began to 
focus more on agriculture, competition, and education. In the US, agricultural fairs did not begin to catch on until the early 
19th century, when the first American fair was held in Pittsfield, Massachusetts. This early fair, organized by Elkanah Watson in 
1807, was a small affair consisting of only sheep shearing demonstrations.  
 
At Watson’s urging, other area farmers began to showcase their livestock at public gatherings, where they were then judged and 
awarded for the quality of their animals. Watson further developed his vision of what would become county fairs over the years, 
later including activities for men, women, and children, and allowing merchants to sell goods at the event. 
 
Watson’s ideas quickly spread, and many small rural communities began holding their own versions of fairs throughout states in 
the Northeast and Midwest. By the mid 19th century, these gatherings had gained enough popularity that the 
state of New York organized the first State Fair at Syracuse, NY in 1841. The first American State Fair was held 
for two days in September, and focused on educating attendees about agriculture, featuring animal 
exhibits and speeches.  
 
In addition to educating fairgoers, New York’s fair also featured samples and products for both 
farms and homes, again mixing the agricultural education and commerce that would come to define 
American fairs. The first fair was a great success, drawing in between 10,000 and 15,000 people. 
Today, The New York State fair is still one of the most popular events in the country, lasting for 
nearly two weeks before ending on Labor Day.  
 
(Source: American Traditions: A Short History of Agricultural Fairs, ArcadiaPublishing.com) 
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Teacher of the Year 
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